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Measures to improve water discharge management implemented at 
Bradford facility 

Danzer working with environment agency 
 

Bradford (PA/USA), Dornbirn (AT). Danzer Lumber North America has reached an 
agreement with the local Department of Environmental Protection (DEP): the hardwood 
specialist has implemented engineering measures to optimize and pave the way for the 
long-term refurbishment of its log yard in Bradford, Pennsylvania. Water discharge issues 
were identified at the site in summer 2018.  

 
In mid-2018 the Pennsylvania Department for Environmental Protection identified water 
discharge issues at the log yard at the Danzer facility in Bradford, Pennsylvania. Danzer 
Lumber North America responded immediately, working with environmental protection 
officers and local and international experts to identify the underlying cause. “The hard 
surface of the log yard has deteriorated over the past 20 years and the integrity of the 
asphalt has been compromised in some places. The discharge from operations has elevated 
levels of soil and woody debris – which led to a change of color and odor, and to increased 
turbidity and sediment deposits, in nearby rivers. We reached out to the relevant experts 
to initiate immediate action the moment we received notification,” explained Steve 
Bukowski, General Manager of Danzer Lumber North America (DLNA).  

The consent assessment with the DEP contains a USD 2,800 penalty for violations to the 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. “The engineering and 
mechanical solutions employed have fully addressed the issue. A new surface for the log 
yard would even be more beneficial long-term, but the cost is prohibitive given the 
current conditions on the hardwood lumber market; at present it is seriously off-kilter due 
to the ongoing trade war with China. Through our collaboration with the DEP we learned 
a lot about improving our environmental footprint, and ultimately it resulted in the 
implementation of a solution that directly addressed the issue at hand,” Steve Bukowski 
concluded.   
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Danzer Lumber North America is gradually  
refurbishing the log yard at its Bradford facility. 
 
 

Danzer facts box: 
One of the world’s largest producers of decorative hardwood. 
Founded: 1932 
Holding company located in: Dornbirn, Austria 
Production sites: 3 in Europe, 6 in North America 
Sales offices: 7 in Europe, 8 in North America, 3 in Asia 
Product range: sliced wood, lumber, timber and logs, specialty products 
(Vinterio, 3D-Veneer) 
Sales in 2018: EUR 202 million 
Supplies customers in 79 countries worldwide 
Employees: 1,600 worldwide 

 
About Danzer:  
Danzer is a leading quality hardwood company with production facilities in North 
America and Europe. It has approximately 1,600 employees and services customers from 
18 sales offices worldwide. Founded in 1932, Danzer is managed by a third-generation 
family member. The company owns and sustainably manages forests in North America 
and produces sliced veneer, lumber and innovative value-added wood products for 
decorative purposes. Danzer products are used in high-quality furniture, kitchen cabinets, 
cars and other applications. 
www.danzer.com 
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Further information: 
Danzer Holding AG  
Eckart Schmitt 
Hintere Achmühlerstraße 1, 6850 Dornbirn, Austria 
T: +43 5572 3944 90 
M: eckart.schmitt@danzer.com 
W: www.danzer.com  
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